
  

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

May 9, 2021  

 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as Pastor Matt begins. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 

let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We thank you, risen Christ, 

for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 

 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, 

like streams that revive our souls, 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

 

Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. 

Shower us with life. 

 

To you be given all praise, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn:  “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

 Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 

 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

 all thy faithful mercies crown. 

 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

 pure, unbounded love thou art; 

 visit us with thy salvation, 

 

4 Finish then thy new creation, 

 pure and spotless let us be; 

 let us see thy great salvation 

 con’t 

 



 

 perfectly restored in thee! 

 Changed from glory into glory, 

 till in heav’n we take our place, 

 till we cast our crowns before thee, 

 lost in wonder, love, and praise! enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

 

Kyrie:   
 P: In peace, let us pray to the lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy.  
 

 P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of Christ 

     and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

     us pray to the lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 P: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen 

 

Prayer of the Day 

   O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such 

love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; 

through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading: Acts 10:44-48  (Read by the Worship Assistant) 
44

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 
45

The circumcised believers 

who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the 

Gentiles, 
46

for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 
47

“Can anyone 

withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 
48

So he 

ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

 Psalm: Psalm 98 (Read together) 
 

1
Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 

whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

 
2
O LORD, you have made known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 

3
You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 
4
Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
 

5
Sing to the LORD| with the harp, 

with the harp and the voice of song. 

 
6
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 

 



 

 
7
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 

the world and those who dwell therein. 

 
8
Let the rivers clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth. 
 

9
The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness 

and the peoples with equity.  

Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6  (Read by the Worship Assistant) 
1
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent 

loves the child. 
2
By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 

commandments. 
3
For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are 

not burdensome, 
4
for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the 

world, our faith. 
5
Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 
6
This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the 

blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

 

Gospel:  John 15:9-17 

[ Jesus said:] 
9
“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 

10
If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 

love. 
11

I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

  
12

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13

No one has greater love than 

this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
14

You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
15

I do not 

call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called 

you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 
16

You did not 

choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will 

give you whatever you ask him in my name. 
17

I am giving you these commands so that you may love one 

another.” 

 

Sermon 
 

Hymn – “Thank you for Hearing Me” 

Thank you for loving me x4 

Thank you for hearing me  x4 

Thank you for saving me  x4 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born 

of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 

hell.  On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, He 

will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

Sharing of the Peace (nods, waves, “air hugs” to each other, only) 

 

 



 

Prayers of Intercession 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to 

hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds among all Christian churches. 

Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving thanks for the life and witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von 

Zinzendorf, renewer of the church and hymnwriter. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the earth with your love so 

that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and soaring, may call us to join with them 

in praise. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love. Plant your word in the hearts 

of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so that the peoples of the world may live in peace. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with those who are sick or suffering 

(especially). Provide for those needing homes or medical care and point us towards life-changing responses to 

these needs in our own communities. Be with the dying (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and mothering people in our 

lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who grieve because they cannot be 

mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We remember with thanksgiving those 

who shared your love throughout their lives (especially). Keep us united with them in your lasting love. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be Thy name,  

   Thy kingdom come,  

   Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

   and forgive us our trespasses  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory,  

    forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

 



 

 

Blessing 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
 

The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn: “Love” 

There is love, there is love 

There is love, there is love 

 

When our hope is hard to find 

And our faith is in decline 

We need a cause to stand behind, love 

We all want the way it feels 

Time it comes and time it steals 

What remains, what is real, love 

 

There is love, there is forgiveness 

There is love in times of need 

When life is cold there is a promise 

You would never go without 

There is love, there is love 

 

It heals the sick, comforts the weak 

Breaks the proud, raises the meek 

In this life no guarantees but there is love 

 

There is love, there is forgiveness 

There is love in times of need 

When life is cold there is a promise 

You will never go without, 

There is love 

 

Dismissal                                                                                                                                                                   
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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