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OUR MISSION – FAITHFUL IN THE WORD
To gather as God’s people and nurture one another
To know the Word of God
To grow in faith, love, and service
To go into the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ
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In compliance with our Bishop’s recommendation and considering the current outbreak of additional COVID-19
cases, Advent’s Church Council has decided to cancel all indoor church services scheduled at this time.
We will continue to offer online worship services and will keep you informed of any technology enhancements
on Facebook and the church website. As the weather permits, we will have outdoor in-person worship. Each
week we will send you an email with the upcoming worship service and instructions on how to connect online
and attend outdoors. For this reason, we will not be publishing weekly service information in the Newsletter.

APRIL WORSHIP SERVICES
Codes: F-Facebook, OD - Outdoor service, W-website, Z-Zoom, ZO-Zoom only

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 1 – 7:30 p.m (ZO)

SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (ZFW)

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 2–7:30 p.m.
(ZO)

SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 2021
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER (ZFW)

SUNDAY APRIL 25, 2021
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (ZFW)
EASTER SUNDAY-COMMUNION SERVICE
APRIL 4 - 9:00 a.m. (OD, Z, F, W) see page
2 for special instructions

1

Take Communion at Home or at Church.
Communion kits:
If you are going to attend worship at 9am Easter morning by Zoom or Facebook live stream, where you will
be engaging the service during the actual time we are celebrating communion, you may take communion
with the rest of those gathered by picking up a single serve communion kit in advance. You may pick up
single or double serve communion kits for your household at the church between 9am and 1pm on
Thursday April 1st and Saturday the 2nd. (Palms are still available for pick-up)
Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83682161896?pwd=eS9DTVFzSmVRTFNNQnlwOTViOWdyQT09
Zoom phone number: +1 646 558 8656
Facebook: www.facebook.com/adventrichboropa/ Website: www.adventrichboro.org
Outdoor Worship Instructions: For Easter worship at the church we will have “drive though” style and
outdoor on the lawn style worship. For “drive through” style you stay in your vehicle at the church. To
hear the service you can tune in on your FM radio or view the live stream on Facebook. For outdoor style
worship social distancing boxes will be marked on the church lawn near the parking lot, for you to place a
folding chair and sit. The worship team will have a sound system set up outside for leading worship. If the
weather is too cold or the ground is too wet, worship at the church will be “drive though” style only. This
determination will be made after assessing conditions at church the morning of the service and will we let
you know upon your arrival at the church.
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Bring to the church a folding chair for everyone in your household
After parking at the church, wear a mask existing your vehicle, bringing your chairs.
An usher will direct you toward a social distancing box.
On your way toward your box or after you have placed your chairs at your box, on Palm
Sunday pick up a palm and on Easter pick up a communion single serve kit. You may leave
your offering in the plate provided at this time. If you have chosen to stay in you vehicle, an
usher will bring you palms or communion kits. An usher will also bring a plate to collect
your offering at this time. Please wear your mask for all interactions with the ushers.
Once at your social distancing box, please keep you mask on for all singing.
After the service has concluded please wear your mask, maintain social distancing and limit
interactions with others as you make your way back to your vehicle.
If you have not done so already, you may leave you offering in the plate provided on your
way back to your vehicle.
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PALM AND PASSION SUNDAY OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE
Folks came for drive-in worship.

Worship was conducted from the church protico for in-person, drive-up worship and for online
viewers. Celebrating worship from cars on a rainy Palm Sunday. Audio was enabled through FM
radio transmission.

A successful Palm Sunday Drive-in Worship Service (even) in the rain.
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PASTOR MATT’S JOY AND GREAT EXPECTATIONS
On my way driving to church there are several farm fields. In the past four month or so since starting at the
church, as I drive by, I find myself occasionally wondering what each of those fields will look like. I can
only imagine. Each of those fields were harvested before I have gotten to know them. They are only barren
and cold now. There is just enough of remnants of last year’s crop for me to tell that one had corn, another
had wheat or hay and there is one for which I am not sure what was planted there. That field will be the real
surprise to see what the farmer plants, what will sprout, what plants will slowly grow and bare fruit. And so,
I am waiting, anticipating. Any day now, as each day gets warmer, I am just waiting, excited, to drive by to
see that the fields have been tilled. And then it will be only a little longer until the green sprouts appear!
Of course, it is more than just the farm fields that will sprout this Spring. All in nature that has been
dormant through the winter is coming to life. The buds on the trees are already swelling, the crocus are
pushing up through the grass and on a warm day you can almost smell Spring in the air. I find myself
looking forward to Spring more this year than any other. After the past year with all its challenges, just the
thought of the new life Spring brings give me joy.
It is more than just the new life that Springs brings that gives me joy, it is the promise of new life that Easter
brings that gives me great joy too. Like looking at those farm fields wondering when they will be planted
and sprout, wondering what kind of crop will spring forth from that one field, I look at our lives and wonder
what new life God will bring out of us. As we get vaccinated, the economy slowly recovers, restrictions are
lifted and we can hug our friends and loved one, what ways will God resurrect and spring forth blessings in
the world around us?
And so it is, as I drive to church past the farm fields, I wonder what new life Spring and Easter will bring
and my heart swells with joy and great expectation at what will be.
Peace,
Pastor Matt
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BIBLE STUDY FOR KIDS
The Holy Spirit Lives in Us

What a marvelous, awesome event Jesus’ loved ones and disciples experienced when they
witnessed his resurrection! When they first saw him alive again, some did not realize at first that
he actually was Jesus!
Jesus spoke to the disciples as God’s son when he said,
“Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”
And with that he breathed on them and said,
“Receive the Holy Spirit.” (John 20:21-22)
He was sharing God’s love with them and directing them to tell others about God’s promise of life
with Him in heaven.
When the day of the Pentecost came, they met together to plan the best way to minister to others
as apostles of Jesus. Soon, while the apostles were indoors, the Holy Spirit blew in with a wild
wind with what appeared to be tongues of fire and filled them all, enabling them to do amazing
things, including the ability to speak many languages. This brought a crowd of people, who heard
Peter speak. Peter told them that God would pour out his spirit on all people and promised them
that “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Acts 2:21)
“ . . . God had raised Jesus from the dead . . . “because it was impossible for death to keep its
hold on him.” (Acts 2:24)
The people asked Peter and the other apostles, “What shall we do?” (Acts 2:37) Peter answered,
“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and
for all who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2:38-39) “Those who
accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that
day.” (Acts 2:41)
Just like those people in the crowd, we have received God’s gift of the Holy Spirit in baptism.
When we sin, we must ask for forgiveness from others and from God.
That is our responsibility as Christians. We express these thoughts to God in prayer.
He knows our true intentions and wants us to turn to him for guidance each day. He
surrounds us with his gift of the Holy Spirit to give us purpose – to reach out to others
and share his love, which is like no other!
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EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
This is a joyful time of the year as we remember the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus!
Last month we looked at "Don't be afraid", and this month we will look at Don't Let Your Love Grow Cold.
Jesus told those that listened to Him when they asked "What is the greatest commandment of them all?"
Simply: Love God with all of your being and Love your fellow man.
There is so much in our world that makes us wonder if there is any love at all. Don't be put off by the news
(both television and newspapers), instead do yourself a favor and look for the good. There is love but it may
be harder to see it right now. But - don't let your love grow cold.
One way to keep it warm is to join in for the weekly services that are streamed. Another way is to check out
the Facebook page for daily messages of encouragement. And of course, PRAY! Even if you don't know
who to pray for, or what to say, just let God take care of the details.
Once we are able to meet in person it will be easier to share how to reach out to those that could use some
of this Good News and Love in their lives.
Meanwhile, just look around for the good and let your love flow.
Karen Matlack
kmatl22349@verizon.net
SOCIAL MINISTRY
Thanks to all who continue to donate food or cash to the Warminster Food Bank. In March we received 300
lbs of food!! We have been quite busy so please know that your contributions are greatly appreciated.
Because of cash donations we are now able to purchase fresh fruit and veggies which is a healthy addition
to our non-perishables. Don’t forget that you can drop off non-perishables anytime by using the storage
bench at the main entrance to the church.
Thanks again for your generosity.
Nancy Sclight Social Ministry
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
We will be starting an adult Bible study on the Letter of Paul to the Romans on Wednesday evenings at
7:00pm by Zoom beginning April the 14th.
Zoom invitation:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89632518358?pwd=Smg5dm1Ba0VZamZjNG1YMk02MlVvdz09
Or by phone: +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
CONFIRMATION CLASS STARTING APRIL 11
We are planning on starting the Confirmation class on Sunday, April 11 via zoom at 7:30. If you have a
youth who is in the 7th grade who would like to take the Confirmation class and has not signed up, please
contact the Church.
VISITATIONS BY PASTOR MATT
As your new pastor, I would like to meet and get to know you. One of the first things I have tried to do at
every congregation I have served is to visit every household. This is a great way for me to get to know
everyone in the congregation individually and to get to know the congregation as a whole. Because these
visits are so important to my ability to serve this congregation, I would prefer not to wait until after the
pandemic to start them. Anyone who would like to meet with me by zoom can do so now. Those who
would prefer to wait until in person visits are possible are welcome to do so.
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To schedule a zoom visit please call the church office at 215-355-2529 between 9AM and 1PM Tuesday,
Wednesday or Thursday. Speak with Fran and she will schedule a meeting time with you. If making a
midday phone call is an inconvenience, which I know the work conditions for some it maybe, you may text
Pastor Matt at 215-859-3778 or email pastor@adventrichboro.org to schedule a meeting. The available time
slots for zoom visits are: Tuesdays at 6PM, 7PM & 8PM, Wednesdays 1PM, 2PM & 3PM, and Thursdays
at 6PM, 7PM & 8PM. If none of these time slots are possible for you, please text me to schedule another
time during the week.
SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENING on ZOOM !
Thank you to our zoom ing Sunday School students for
joining us for our Palm Sunday and Easter lessons! Pastor
Matt and I are making plans for more zoom lessons beginning
on Sunday evening April 11 at 6:30 p.m. to continue with the
fun we’re all having as we learn together! You can also invite
friends to join us, either on the computer or on the phone.
We’ll need the email address of anyone new so we can send
the email with the schedule and the link to the classes to
everyone. If you have any questions, please contact the church office: office@adventrichboro.org or 215355-2529.
- Jeanne Gryszka, Sunday School Director
FLOWER CHART AND MISSION CHART
The Flower Chart and Mission Chart for 2021 are on the table in the narthex. The cost of one bouquet is
$25.00. Because of services being suspended you can either email or call the office, leave a message if you
would like to have a particular date for your dedication. All other questions please call Cindy Frey at 267205-0713.
CARING FOR FRIENDS MEALS
Even with a pandemic, preparing meals for those in need still continues at Advent. Advent is grateful to
Jeff Jobes who prepared 24 soups, Jeanne Gryszka and Nancy Sclight who prepared and packaged 68
dinners and Tony Gryszka who delivered the meals to the Caring for Friends distribution center in
Northeast Philadelphia. Their time and skills are greatly appreciated.
TO CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE
You may leave a message at the church office at 215-355-2529. If you need to speak with Pastor Matt when
he is not in the office, particularly in the case of a pastoral emergency, please feel free to call his cell 215859-3778 or email him at pastor@adventrichboro.org
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

Income for February 2021
Benevolence (LWR, Mission Support, etc.)
General Fund
Mortgage Fund

$
375.00
$ 9,286.47
$ 2,138.50

THE ARMED FORCES

Please keep in your prayers all our service men and women and especially those related to our congregation:
US Air Force Lt Col Andrew Frey is a student at Air War College, stationed at Maxwell AFB, Alabama.
US Air Force Major Fred Gouse is a pilot and instructor stationed at Holloman AFB, New Mexico.
US Army Colonel (Ret.) Jeff Williams is serving in Dubai, UAE as a military advisor.
US Army Ranger Liam McKendry, grandson of Pastor Jo stationed in Fort Benning, GA
US Army SSG Sarah Kelly serving in Djibouti, niece of Fran Zanis
If there are any errors or omissions, please notify the church office. Thank you.
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NUEVA CREACION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Please keep Pastor Lyzette Rios Sanchez and our mission congregation Nueva Creación Lutheran Church in
your prayers. Your mission support gifts help them to minister in an impoverished area of Philadelphia.

ADVENT’S BIRTHDAY CORNER
APRIL BIRTHDAYS

2
6
7
8

Lisa Ciurley Glass
Brandt Stirzel
Mike Dettra
Shannon McQuiggan
Kristen Morley
Frank Lattal
Bill Pearson

9
14
16
17

Elizabeth Gracey
Carl Breig
Gretta Lattal
Susan Jafar
Gail Oines
Benjamin Robert
Welwood

18
21
22
24
28

Alexandra Jones
Samantha Jones
Amy Breig
Mark Jafar
Rick Wagner
Erik Urbaniak

Please contact the church office if you or someone you know has been omitted from the list.
Thank you.
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Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church
Second Street Pike & Worthington Mill Rd.
P.O. Box 840
Richboro, PA18954-0840
Address Service Requested
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In compliance with our Bishop’s recommendation and considering the current outbreak of additional COVID-19
cases, Advent’s Church Council has decided to cancel all indoor church services scheduled at this time.
We will continue to offer online worship services and will keep you informed of any technology enhancements
on Facebook and the church website. As the weather permits, we will have outdoor in-person worship. Each
week we will send you an email with the upcoming worship service and instructions on how to connect online
and attend outdoors. For this reason, we will not be publishing weekly service information in the Newsletter.

APRIL WORSHIP SERVICES
Codes: F-Facebook, OD - Outdoor service, W-website, Z-Zoom, ZO-Zoom only

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 1 – 7:30 p.m (ZO)

SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (ZFW)

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 2–7:30 p.m.
(ZO)

SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 2021
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER (ZFW)

SUNDAY APRIL 25, 2021
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (ZFW)
EASTER SUNDAY-COMMUNION SERVICE
APRIL 4 - 9:00 a.m. (OD, Z, F, W) see page
2 for special instructions

1

Take Communion at Home or at Church.
Communion kits:
If you are going to attend worship at 9am Easter morning by Zoom or Facebook live stream, where you will
be engaging the service during the actual time we are celebrating communion, you may take communion
with the rest of those gathered by picking up a single serve communion kit in advance. You may pick up
single or double serve communion kits for your household at the church between 9am and 1pm on
Thursday April 1st and Saturday the 2nd. (Palms are still available for pick-up)
Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83682161896?pwd=eS9DTVFzSmVRTFNNQnlwOTViOWdyQT09
Zoom phone number: +1 646 558 8656
Facebook: www.facebook.com/adventrichboropa/ Website: www.adventrichboro.org
Outdoor Worship Instructions: For Easter worship at the church we will have “drive though” style and
outdoor on the lawn style worship. For “drive through” style you stay in your vehicle at the church. To
hear the service you can tune in on your FM radio or view the live stream on Facebook. For outdoor style
worship social distancing boxes will be marked on the church lawn near the parking lot, for you to place a
folding chair and sit. The worship team will have a sound system set up outside for leading worship. If the
weather is too cold or the ground is too wet, worship at the church will be “drive though” style only. This
determination will be made after assessing conditions at church the morning of the service and will we let
you know upon your arrival at the church.
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Bring to the church a folding chair for everyone in your household
After parking at the church, wear a mask existing your vehicle, bringing your chairs.
An usher will direct you toward a social distancing box.
On your way toward your box or after you have placed your chairs at your box, on Palm
Sunday pick up a palm and on Easter pick up a communion single serve kit. You may leave
your offering in the plate provided at this time. If you have chosen to stay in you vehicle, an
usher will bring you palms or communion kits. An usher will also bring a plate to collect
your offering at this time. Please wear your mask for all interactions with the ushers.
Once at your social distancing box, please keep you mask on for all singing.
After the service has concluded please wear your mask, maintain social distancing and limit
interactions with others as you make your way back to your vehicle.
If you have not done so already, you may leave you offering in the plate provided on your
way back to your vehicle.
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PALM AND PASSION SUNDAY OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE
Folks came for drive-in worship.

Worship was conducted from the church protico for in-person, drive-up worship and for online
viewers. Celebrating worship from cars on a rainy Palm Sunday. Audio was enabled through FM
radio transmission.

A successful Palm Sunday Drive-in Worship Service (even) in the rain.
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PASTOR MATT’S JOY AND GREAT EXPECTATIONS
On my way driving to church there are several farm fields. In the past four month or so since starting at the
church, as I drive by, I find myself occasionally wondering what each of those fields will look like. I can
only imagine. Each of those fields were harvested before I have gotten to know them. They are only barren
and cold now. There is just enough of remnants of last year’s crop for me to tell that one had corn, another
had wheat or hay and there is one for which I am not sure what was planted there. That field will be the real
surprise to see what the farmer plants, what will sprout, what plants will slowly grow and bare fruit. And so,
I am waiting, anticipating. Any day now, as each day gets warmer, I am just waiting, excited, to drive by to
see that the fields have been tilled. And then it will be only a little longer until the green sprouts appear!
Of course, it is more than just the farm fields that will sprout this Spring. All in nature that has been
dormant through the winter is coming to life. The buds on the trees are already swelling, the crocus are
pushing up through the grass and on a warm day you can almost smell Spring in the air. I find myself
looking forward to Spring more this year than any other. After the past year with all its challenges, just the
thought of the new life Spring brings give me joy.
It is more than just the new life that Springs brings that gives me joy, it is the promise of new life that Easter
brings that gives me great joy too. Like looking at those farm fields wondering when they will be planted
and sprout, wondering what kind of crop will spring forth from that one field, I look at our lives and wonder
what new life God will bring out of us. As we get vaccinated, the economy slowly recovers, restrictions are
lifted and we can hug our friends and loved one, what ways will God resurrect and spring forth blessings in
the world around us?
And so it is, as I drive to church past the farm fields, I wonder what new life Spring and Easter will bring
and my heart swells with joy and great expectation at what will be.
Peace,
Pastor Matt
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BIBLE STUDY FOR KIDS
The Holy Spirit Lives in Us

What a marvelous, awesome event Jesus’ loved ones and disciples experienced when they
witnessed his resurrection! When they first saw him alive again, some did not realize at first that
he actually was Jesus!
Jesus spoke to the disciples as God’s son when he said,
“Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”
And with that he breathed on them and said,
“Receive the Holy Spirit.” (John 20:21-22)
He was sharing God’s love with them and directing them to tell others about God’s promise of life
with Him in heaven.
When the day of the Pentecost came, they met together to plan the best way to minister to others
as apostles of Jesus. Soon, while the apostles were indoors, the Holy Spirit blew in with a wild
wind with what appeared to be tongues of fire and filled them all, enabling them to do amazing
things, including the ability to speak many languages. This brought a crowd of people, who heard
Peter speak. Peter told them that God would pour out his spirit on all people and promised them
that “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Acts 2:21)
“ . . . God had raised Jesus from the dead . . . “because it was impossible for death to keep its
hold on him.” (Acts 2:24)
The people asked Peter and the other apostles, “What shall we do?” (Acts 2:37) Peter answered,
“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and
for all who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2:38-39) “Those who
accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that
day.” (Acts 2:41)
Just like those people in the crowd, we have received God’s gift of the Holy Spirit in baptism.
When we sin, we must ask for forgiveness from others and from God.
That is our responsibility as Christians. We express these thoughts to God in prayer.
He knows our true intentions and wants us to turn to him for guidance each day. He
surrounds us with his gift of the Holy Spirit to give us purpose – to reach out to others
and share his love, which is like no other!
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This is a joyful time of the year as we remember the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus!
Last month we looked at "Don't be afraid", and this month we will look at Don't Let Your Love Grow Cold.
Jesus told those that listened to Him when they asked "What is the greatest commandment of them all?"
Simply: Love God with all of your being and Love your fellow man.
There is so much in our world that makes us wonder if there is any love at all. Don't be put off by the news
(both television and newspapers), instead do yourself a favor and look for the good. There is love but it may
be harder to see it right now. But - don't let your love grow cold.
One way to keep it warm is to join in for the weekly services that are streamed. Another way is to check out
the Facebook page for daily messages of encouragement. And of course, PRAY! Even if you don't know
who to pray for, or what to say, just let God take care of the details.
Once we are able to meet in person it will be easier to share how to reach out to those that could use some
of this Good News and Love in their lives.
Meanwhile, just look around for the good and let your love flow.
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lbs of food!! We have been quite busy so please know that your contributions are greatly appreciated.
Because of cash donations we are now able to purchase fresh fruit and veggies which is a healthy addition
to our non-perishables. Don’t forget that you can drop off non-perishables anytime by using the storage
bench at the main entrance to the church.
Thanks again for your generosity.
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
We will be starting an adult Bible study on the Letter of Paul to the Romans on Wednesday evenings at
7:00pm by Zoom beginning April the 14th.
Zoom invitation:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89632518358?pwd=Smg5dm1Ba0VZamZjNG1YMk02MlVvdz09
Or by phone: +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
CONFIRMATION CLASS STARTING APRIL 11
We are planning on starting the Confirmation class on Sunday, April 11 via zoom at 7:30. If you have a
youth who is in the 7th grade who would like to take the Confirmation class and has not signed up, please
contact the Church.
VISITATIONS BY PASTOR MATT
As your new pastor, I would like to meet and get to know you. One of the first things I have tried to do at
every congregation I have served is to visit every household. This is a great way for me to get to know
everyone in the congregation individually and to get to know the congregation as a whole. Because these
visits are so important to my ability to serve this congregation, I would prefer not to wait until after the
pandemic to start them. Anyone who would like to meet with me by zoom can do so now. Those who
would prefer to wait until in person visits are possible are welcome to do so.
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To schedule a zoom visit please call the church office at 215-355-2529 between 9AM and 1PM Tuesday,
Wednesday or Thursday. Speak with Fran and she will schedule a meeting time with you. If making a
midday phone call is an inconvenience, which I know the work conditions for some it maybe, you may text
Pastor Matt at 215-859-3778 or email pastor@adventrichboro.org to schedule a meeting. The available time
slots for zoom visits are: Tuesdays at 6PM, 7PM & 8PM, Wednesdays 1PM, 2PM & 3PM, and Thursdays
at 6PM, 7PM & 8PM. If none of these time slots are possible for you, please text me to schedule another
time during the week.
SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENING on ZOOM !
Thank you to our zoom ing Sunday School students for
joining us for our Palm Sunday and Easter lessons! Pastor
Matt and I are making plans for more zoom lessons beginning
on Sunday evening April 11 at 6:30 p.m. to continue with the
fun we’re all having as we learn together! You can also invite
friends to join us, either on the computer or on the phone.
We’ll need the email address of anyone new so we can send
the email with the schedule and the link to the classes to
everyone. If you have any questions, please contact the church office: office@adventrichboro.org or 215355-2529.
- Jeanne Gryszka, Sunday School Director
FLOWER CHART AND MISSION CHART
The Flower Chart and Mission Chart for 2021 are on the table in the narthex. The cost of one bouquet is
$25.00. Because of services being suspended you can either email or call the office, leave a message if you
would like to have a particular date for your dedication. All other questions please call Cindy Frey at 267205-0713.
CARING FOR FRIENDS MEALS
Even with a pandemic, preparing meals for those in need still continues at Advent. Advent is grateful to
Jeff Jobes who prepared 24 soups, Jeanne Gryszka and Nancy Sclight who prepared and packaged 68
dinners and Tony Gryszka who delivered the meals to the Caring for Friends distribution center in
Northeast Philadelphia. Their time and skills are greatly appreciated.
TO CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE
You may leave a message at the church office at 215-355-2529. If you need to speak with Pastor Matt when
he is not in the office, particularly in the case of a pastoral emergency, please feel free to call his cell 215859-3778 or email him at pastor@adventrichboro.org

7

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Income for February 2021
Benevolence (LWR, Mission Support, etc.)
General Fund
Mortgage Fund

$
375.00
$ 9,286.47
$ 2,138.50

THE ARMED FORCES

Please keep in your prayers all our service men and women and especially those related to our congregation:
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US Army Ranger Liam McKendry, grandson of Pastor Jo stationed in Fort Benning, GA
US Army SSG Sarah Kelly serving in Djibouti, niece of Fran Zanis
If there are any errors or omissions, please notify the church office. Thank you.
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NUEVA CREACION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Please keep Pastor Lyzette Rios Sanchez and our mission congregation Nueva Creación Lutheran Church in
your prayers. Your mission support gifts help them to minister in an impoverished area of Philadelphia.

ADVENT’S BIRTHDAY CORNER
APRIL BIRTHDAYS

2
6
7
8

Lisa Ciurley Glass
Brandt Stirzel
Mike Dettra
Shannon McQuiggan
Kristen Morley
Frank Lattal
Bill Pearson

9
14
16
17

Elizabeth Gracey
Carl Breig
Gretta Lattal
Susan Jafar
Gail Oines
Benjamin Robert
Welwood

18
21
22
24
28

Alexandra Jones
Samantha Jones
Amy Breig
Mark Jafar
Rick Wagner
Erik Urbaniak

Please contact the church office if you or someone you know has been omitted from the list.
Thank you.
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Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church
Second Street Pike & Worthington Mill Rd.
P.O. Box 840
Richboro, PA18954-0840
Address Service Requested
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ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Rev. Matthew E. Ollikainen, Pastor

OUR MISSION – FAITHFUL IN THE WORD
To gather as God’s people and nurture one another
To know the Word of God
To grow in faith, love, and service
To go into the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ
†

†

†

†

†

†

†

†

†

2nd Street Pike & Worthington Mill Rd.
P. O. Box 840, Richboro, PA 18954
215-355-2529
web: www.adventrichboro.org
e-mail: office@adventrichboro.org
†

†

†

In compliance with our Bishop’s recommendation and considering the current outbreak of additional COVID-19
cases, Advent’s Church Council has decided to cancel all indoor church services scheduled at this time.
We will continue to offer online worship services and will keep you informed of any technology enhancements
on Facebook and the church website. As the weather permits, we will have outdoor in-person worship. Each
week we will send you an email with the upcoming worship service and instructions on how to connect online
and attend outdoors. For this reason, we will not be publishing weekly service information in the Newsletter.

APRIL WORSHIP SERVICES
Codes: F-Facebook, OD - Outdoor service, W-website, Z-Zoom, ZO-Zoom only

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 1 – 7:30 p.m (ZO)

SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (ZFW)

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 2–7:30 p.m.
(ZO)

SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 2021
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER (ZFW)

SUNDAY APRIL 25, 2021
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (ZFW)
EASTER SUNDAY-COMMUNION SERVICE
APRIL 4 - 9:00 a.m. (OD, Z, F, W) see page
2 for special instructions

1

Take Communion at Home or at Church.
Communion kits:
If you are going to attend worship at 9am Easter morning by Zoom or Facebook live stream, where you will
be engaging the service during the actual time we are celebrating communion, you may take communion
with the rest of those gathered by picking up a single serve communion kit in advance. You may pick up
single or double serve communion kits for your household at the church between 9am and 1pm on
Thursday April 1st and Saturday the 2nd. (Palms are still available for pick-up)
Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83682161896?pwd=eS9DTVFzSmVRTFNNQnlwOTViOWdyQT09
Zoom phone number: +1 646 558 8656
Facebook: www.facebook.com/adventrichboropa/ Website: www.adventrichboro.org
Outdoor Worship Instructions: For Easter worship at the church we will have “drive though” style and
outdoor on the lawn style worship. For “drive through” style you stay in your vehicle at the church. To
hear the service you can tune in on your FM radio or view the live stream on Facebook. For outdoor style
worship social distancing boxes will be marked on the church lawn near the parking lot, for you to place a
folding chair and sit. The worship team will have a sound system set up outside for leading worship. If the
weather is too cold or the ground is too wet, worship at the church will be “drive though” style only. This
determination will be made after assessing conditions at church the morning of the service and will we let
you know upon your arrival at the church.
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Bring to the church a folding chair for everyone in your household
After parking at the church, wear a mask existing your vehicle, bringing your chairs.
An usher will direct you toward a social distancing box.
On your way toward your box or after you have placed your chairs at your box, on Palm
Sunday pick up a palm and on Easter pick up a communion single serve kit. You may leave
your offering in the plate provided at this time. If you have chosen to stay in you vehicle, an
usher will bring you palms or communion kits. An usher will also bring a plate to collect
your offering at this time. Please wear your mask for all interactions with the ushers.
Once at your social distancing box, please keep you mask on for all singing.
After the service has concluded please wear your mask, maintain social distancing and limit
interactions with others as you make your way back to your vehicle.
If you have not done so already, you may leave you offering in the plate provided on your
way back to your vehicle.

2

PALM AND PASSION SUNDAY OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE
Folks came for drive-in worship.

Worship was conducted from the church protico for in-person, drive-up worship and for online
viewers. Celebrating worship from cars on a rainy Palm Sunday. Audio was enabled through FM
radio transmission.

A successful Palm Sunday Drive-in Worship Service (even) in the rain.
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PASTOR MATT’S JOY AND GREAT EXPECTATIONS
On my way driving to church there are several farm fields. In the past four month or so since starting at the
church, as I drive by, I find myself occasionally wondering what each of those fields will look like. I can
only imagine. Each of those fields were harvested before I have gotten to know them. They are only barren
and cold now. There is just enough of remnants of last year’s crop for me to tell that one had corn, another
had wheat or hay and there is one for which I am not sure what was planted there. That field will be the real
surprise to see what the farmer plants, what will sprout, what plants will slowly grow and bare fruit. And so,
I am waiting, anticipating. Any day now, as each day gets warmer, I am just waiting, excited, to drive by to
see that the fields have been tilled. And then it will be only a little longer until the green sprouts appear!
Of course, it is more than just the farm fields that will sprout this Spring. All in nature that has been
dormant through the winter is coming to life. The buds on the trees are already swelling, the crocus are
pushing up through the grass and on a warm day you can almost smell Spring in the air. I find myself
looking forward to Spring more this year than any other. After the past year with all its challenges, just the
thought of the new life Spring brings give me joy.
It is more than just the new life that Springs brings that gives me joy, it is the promise of new life that Easter
brings that gives me great joy too. Like looking at those farm fields wondering when they will be planted
and sprout, wondering what kind of crop will spring forth from that one field, I look at our lives and wonder
what new life God will bring out of us. As we get vaccinated, the economy slowly recovers, restrictions are
lifted and we can hug our friends and loved one, what ways will God resurrect and spring forth blessings in
the world around us?
And so it is, as I drive to church past the farm fields, I wonder what new life Spring and Easter will bring
and my heart swells with joy and great expectation at what will be.
Peace,
Pastor Matt

4

BIBLE STUDY FOR KIDS
The Holy Spirit Lives in Us

What a marvelous, awesome event Jesus’ loved ones and disciples experienced when they
witnessed his resurrection! When they first saw him alive again, some did not realize at first that
he actually was Jesus!
Jesus spoke to the disciples as God’s son when he said,
“Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”
And with that he breathed on them and said,
“Receive the Holy Spirit.” (John 20:21-22)
He was sharing God’s love with them and directing them to tell others about God’s promise of life
with Him in heaven.
When the day of the Pentecost came, they met together to plan the best way to minister to others
as apostles of Jesus. Soon, while the apostles were indoors, the Holy Spirit blew in with a wild
wind with what appeared to be tongues of fire and filled them all, enabling them to do amazing
things, including the ability to speak many languages. This brought a crowd of people, who heard
Peter speak. Peter told them that God would pour out his spirit on all people and promised them
that “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Acts 2:21)
“ . . . God had raised Jesus from the dead . . . “because it was impossible for death to keep its
hold on him.” (Acts 2:24)
The people asked Peter and the other apostles, “What shall we do?” (Acts 2:37) Peter answered,
“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and
for all who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2:38-39) “Those who
accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that
day.” (Acts 2:41)
Just like those people in the crowd, we have received God’s gift of the Holy Spirit in baptism.
When we sin, we must ask for forgiveness from others and from God.
That is our responsibility as Christians. We express these thoughts to God in prayer.
He knows our true intentions and wants us to turn to him for guidance each day. He
surrounds us with his gift of the Holy Spirit to give us purpose – to reach out to others
and share his love, which is like no other!
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EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
This is a joyful time of the year as we remember the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus!
Last month we looked at "Don't be afraid", and this month we will look at Don't Let Your Love Grow Cold.
Jesus told those that listened to Him when they asked "What is the greatest commandment of them all?"
Simply: Love God with all of your being and Love your fellow man.
There is so much in our world that makes us wonder if there is any love at all. Don't be put off by the news
(both television and newspapers), instead do yourself a favor and look for the good. There is love but it may
be harder to see it right now. But - don't let your love grow cold.
One way to keep it warm is to join in for the weekly services that are streamed. Another way is to check out
the Facebook page for daily messages of encouragement. And of course, PRAY! Even if you don't know
who to pray for, or what to say, just let God take care of the details.
Once we are able to meet in person it will be easier to share how to reach out to those that could use some
of this Good News and Love in their lives.
Meanwhile, just look around for the good and let your love flow.
Karen Matlack
kmatl22349@verizon.net
SOCIAL MINISTRY
Thanks to all who continue to donate food or cash to the Warminster Food Bank. In March we received 300
lbs of food!! We have been quite busy so please know that your contributions are greatly appreciated.
Because of cash donations we are now able to purchase fresh fruit and veggies which is a healthy addition
to our non-perishables. Don’t forget that you can drop off non-perishables anytime by using the storage
bench at the main entrance to the church.
Thanks again for your generosity.
Nancy Sclight Social Ministry
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
We will be starting an adult Bible study on the Letter of Paul to the Romans on Wednesday evenings at
7:00pm by Zoom beginning April the 14th.
Zoom invitation:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89632518358?pwd=Smg5dm1Ba0VZamZjNG1YMk02MlVvdz09
Or by phone: +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
CONFIRMATION CLASS STARTING APRIL 11
We are planning on starting the Confirmation class on Sunday, April 11 via zoom at 7:30. If you have a
youth who is in the 7th grade who would like to take the Confirmation class and has not signed up, please
contact the Church.
VISITATIONS BY PASTOR MATT
As your new pastor, I would like to meet and get to know you. One of the first things I have tried to do at
every congregation I have served is to visit every household. This is a great way for me to get to know
everyone in the congregation individually and to get to know the congregation as a whole. Because these
visits are so important to my ability to serve this congregation, I would prefer not to wait until after the
pandemic to start them. Anyone who would like to meet with me by zoom can do so now. Those who
would prefer to wait until in person visits are possible are welcome to do so.
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To schedule a zoom visit please call the church office at 215-355-2529 between 9AM and 1PM Tuesday,
Wednesday or Thursday. Speak with Fran and she will schedule a meeting time with you. If making a
midday phone call is an inconvenience, which I know the work conditions for some it maybe, you may text
Pastor Matt at 215-859-3778 or email pastor@adventrichboro.org to schedule a meeting. The available time
slots for zoom visits are: Tuesdays at 6PM, 7PM & 8PM, Wednesdays 1PM, 2PM & 3PM, and Thursdays
at 6PM, 7PM & 8PM. If none of these time slots are possible for you, please text me to schedule another
time during the week.
SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENING on ZOOM !
Thank you to our zoom ing Sunday School students for
joining us for our Palm Sunday and Easter lessons! Pastor
Matt and I are making plans for more zoom lessons beginning
on Sunday evening April 11 at 6:30 p.m. to continue with the
fun we’re all having as we learn together! You can also invite
friends to join us, either on the computer or on the phone.
We’ll need the email address of anyone new so we can send
the email with the schedule and the link to the classes to
everyone. If you have any questions, please contact the church office: office@adventrichboro.org or 215355-2529.
- Jeanne Gryszka, Sunday School Director
FLOWER CHART AND MISSION CHART
The Flower Chart and Mission Chart for 2021 are on the table in the narthex. The cost of one bouquet is
$25.00. Because of services being suspended you can either email or call the office, leave a message if you
would like to have a particular date for your dedication. All other questions please call Cindy Frey at 267205-0713.
CARING FOR FRIENDS MEALS
Even with a pandemic, preparing meals for those in need still continues at Advent. Advent is grateful to
Jeff Jobes who prepared 24 soups, Jeanne Gryszka and Nancy Sclight who prepared and packaged 68
dinners and Tony Gryszka who delivered the meals to the Caring for Friends distribution center in
Northeast Philadelphia. Their time and skills are greatly appreciated.
TO CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE
You may leave a message at the church office at 215-355-2529. If you need to speak with Pastor Matt when
he is not in the office, particularly in the case of a pastoral emergency, please feel free to call his cell 215859-3778 or email him at pastor@adventrichboro.org
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

Income for February 2021
Benevolence (LWR, Mission Support, etc.)
General Fund
Mortgage Fund

$
375.00
$ 9,286.47
$ 2,138.50

THE ARMED FORCES

Please keep in your prayers all our service men and women and especially those related to our congregation:
US Air Force Lt Col Andrew Frey is a student at Air War College, stationed at Maxwell AFB, Alabama.
US Air Force Major Fred Gouse is a pilot and instructor stationed at Holloman AFB, New Mexico.
US Army Colonel (Ret.) Jeff Williams is serving in Dubai, UAE as a military advisor.
US Army Ranger Liam McKendry, grandson of Pastor Jo stationed in Fort Benning, GA
US Army SSG Sarah Kelly serving in Djibouti, niece of Fran Zanis
If there are any errors or omissions, please notify the church office. Thank you.
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NUEVA CREACION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Please keep Pastor Lyzette Rios Sanchez and our mission congregation Nueva Creación Lutheran Church in
your prayers. Your mission support gifts help them to minister in an impoverished area of Philadelphia.

ADVENT’S BIRTHDAY CORNER
APRIL BIRTHDAYS

2
6
7
8

Lisa Ciurley Glass
Brandt Stirzel
Mike Dettra
Shannon McQuiggan
Kristen Morley
Frank Lattal
Bill Pearson

9
14
16
17

Elizabeth Gracey
Carl Breig
Gretta Lattal
Susan Jafar
Gail Oines
Benjamin Robert
Welwood

18
21
22
24
28

Alexandra Jones
Samantha Jones
Amy Breig
Mark Jafar
Rick Wagner
Erik Urbaniak

Please contact the church office if you or someone you know has been omitted from the list.
Thank you.
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Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church
Second Street Pike & Worthington Mill Rd.
P.O. Box 840
Richboro, PA18954-0840
Address Service Requested
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ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH
+
+
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Rev. Matthew E. Ollikainen, Pastor

OUR MISSION – FAITHFUL IN THE WORD
To gather as God’s people and nurture one another
To know the Word of God
To grow in faith, love, and service
To go into the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ
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†
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†

†

†

†

†

2nd Street Pike & Worthington Mill Rd.
P. O. Box 840, Richboro, PA 18954
215-355-2529
web: www.adventrichboro.org
e-mail: office@adventrichboro.org
†

†

†

In compliance with our Bishop’s recommendation and considering the current outbreak of additional COVID-19
cases, Advent’s Church Council has decided to cancel all indoor church services scheduled at this time.
We will continue to offer online worship services and will keep you informed of any technology enhancements
on Facebook and the church website. As the weather permits, we will have outdoor in-person worship. Each
week we will send you an email with the upcoming worship service and instructions on how to connect online
and attend outdoors. For this reason, we will not be publishing weekly service information in the Newsletter.

APRIL WORSHIP SERVICES
Codes: F-Facebook, OD - Outdoor service, W-website, Z-Zoom, ZO-Zoom only

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 1 – 7:30 p.m (ZO)

SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (ZFW)

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 2–7:30 p.m.
(ZO)

SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 2021
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER (ZFW)

SUNDAY APRIL 25, 2021
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (ZFW)
EASTER SUNDAY-COMMUNION SERVICE
APRIL 4 - 9:00 a.m. (OD, Z, F, W) see page
2 for special instructions

1

Take Communion at Home or at Church.
Communion kits:
If you are going to attend worship at 9am Easter morning by Zoom or Facebook live stream, where you will
be engaging the service during the actual time we are celebrating communion, you may take communion
with the rest of those gathered by picking up a single serve communion kit in advance. You may pick up
single or double serve communion kits for your household at the church between 9am and 1pm on
Thursday April 1st and Saturday the 2nd. (Palms are still available for pick-up)
Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83682161896?pwd=eS9DTVFzSmVRTFNNQnlwOTViOWdyQT09
Zoom phone number: +1 646 558 8656
Facebook: www.facebook.com/adventrichboropa/ Website: www.adventrichboro.org
Outdoor Worship Instructions: For Easter worship at the church we will have “drive though” style and
outdoor on the lawn style worship. For “drive through” style you stay in your vehicle at the church. To
hear the service you can tune in on your FM radio or view the live stream on Facebook. For outdoor style
worship social distancing boxes will be marked on the church lawn near the parking lot, for you to place a
folding chair and sit. The worship team will have a sound system set up outside for leading worship. If the
weather is too cold or the ground is too wet, worship at the church will be “drive though” style only. This
determination will be made after assessing conditions at church the morning of the service and will we let
you know upon your arrival at the church.
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Bring to the church a folding chair for everyone in your household
After parking at the church, wear a mask existing your vehicle, bringing your chairs.
An usher will direct you toward a social distancing box.
On your way toward your box or after you have placed your chairs at your box, on Palm
Sunday pick up a palm and on Easter pick up a communion single serve kit. You may leave
your offering in the plate provided at this time. If you have chosen to stay in you vehicle, an
usher will bring you palms or communion kits. An usher will also bring a plate to collect
your offering at this time. Please wear your mask for all interactions with the ushers.
Once at your social distancing box, please keep you mask on for all singing.
After the service has concluded please wear your mask, maintain social distancing and limit
interactions with others as you make your way back to your vehicle.
If you have not done so already, you may leave you offering in the plate provided on your
way back to your vehicle.

2

PALM AND PASSION SUNDAY OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE
Folks came for drive-in worship.

Worship was conducted from the church protico for in-person, drive-up worship and for online
viewers. Celebrating worship from cars on a rainy Palm Sunday. Audio was enabled through FM
radio transmission.

A successful Palm Sunday Drive-in Worship Service (even) in the rain.

3

PASTOR MATT’S JOY AND GREAT EXPECTATIONS
On my way driving to church there are several farm fields. In the past four month or so since starting at the
church, as I drive by, I find myself occasionally wondering what each of those fields will look like. I can
only imagine. Each of those fields were harvested before I have gotten to know them. They are only barren
and cold now. There is just enough of remnants of last year’s crop for me to tell that one had corn, another
had wheat or hay and there is one for which I am not sure what was planted there. That field will be the real
surprise to see what the farmer plants, what will sprout, what plants will slowly grow and bare fruit. And so,
I am waiting, anticipating. Any day now, as each day gets warmer, I am just waiting, excited, to drive by to
see that the fields have been tilled. And then it will be only a little longer until the green sprouts appear!
Of course, it is more than just the farm fields that will sprout this Spring. All in nature that has been
dormant through the winter is coming to life. The buds on the trees are already swelling, the crocus are
pushing up through the grass and on a warm day you can almost smell Spring in the air. I find myself
looking forward to Spring more this year than any other. After the past year with all its challenges, just the
thought of the new life Spring brings give me joy.
It is more than just the new life that Springs brings that gives me joy, it is the promise of new life that Easter
brings that gives me great joy too. Like looking at those farm fields wondering when they will be planted
and sprout, wondering what kind of crop will spring forth from that one field, I look at our lives and wonder
what new life God will bring out of us. As we get vaccinated, the economy slowly recovers, restrictions are
lifted and we can hug our friends and loved one, what ways will God resurrect and spring forth blessings in
the world around us?
And so it is, as I drive to church past the farm fields, I wonder what new life Spring and Easter will bring
and my heart swells with joy and great expectation at what will be.
Peace,
Pastor Matt

4

BIBLE STUDY FOR KIDS
The Holy Spirit Lives in Us

What a marvelous, awesome event Jesus’ loved ones and disciples experienced when they
witnessed his resurrection! When they first saw him alive again, some did not realize at first that
he actually was Jesus!
Jesus spoke to the disciples as God’s son when he said,
“Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”
And with that he breathed on them and said,
“Receive the Holy Spirit.” (John 20:21-22)
He was sharing God’s love with them and directing them to tell others about God’s promise of life
with Him in heaven.
When the day of the Pentecost came, they met together to plan the best way to minister to others
as apostles of Jesus. Soon, while the apostles were indoors, the Holy Spirit blew in with a wild
wind with what appeared to be tongues of fire and filled them all, enabling them to do amazing
things, including the ability to speak many languages. This brought a crowd of people, who heard
Peter speak. Peter told them that God would pour out his spirit on all people and promised them
that “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Acts 2:21)
“ . . . God had raised Jesus from the dead . . . “because it was impossible for death to keep its
hold on him.” (Acts 2:24)
The people asked Peter and the other apostles, “What shall we do?” (Acts 2:37) Peter answered,
“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and
for all who are far off – for all whom the Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2:38-39) “Those who
accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that
day.” (Acts 2:41)
Just like those people in the crowd, we have received God’s gift of the Holy Spirit in baptism.
When we sin, we must ask for forgiveness from others and from God.
That is our responsibility as Christians. We express these thoughts to God in prayer.
He knows our true intentions and wants us to turn to him for guidance each day. He
surrounds us with his gift of the Holy Spirit to give us purpose – to reach out to others
and share his love, which is like no other!
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EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
This is a joyful time of the year as we remember the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus!
Last month we looked at "Don't be afraid", and this month we will look at Don't Let Your Love Grow Cold.
Jesus told those that listened to Him when they asked "What is the greatest commandment of them all?"
Simply: Love God with all of your being and Love your fellow man.
There is so much in our world that makes us wonder if there is any love at all. Don't be put off by the news
(both television and newspapers), instead do yourself a favor and look for the good. There is love but it may
be harder to see it right now. But - don't let your love grow cold.
One way to keep it warm is to join in for the weekly services that are streamed. Another way is to check out
the Facebook page for daily messages of encouragement. And of course, PRAY! Even if you don't know
who to pray for, or what to say, just let God take care of the details.
Once we are able to meet in person it will be easier to share how to reach out to those that could use some
of this Good News and Love in their lives.
Meanwhile, just look around for the good and let your love flow.
Karen Matlack
kmatl22349@verizon.net
SOCIAL MINISTRY
Thanks to all who continue to donate food or cash to the Warminster Food Bank. In March we received 300
lbs of food!! We have been quite busy so please know that your contributions are greatly appreciated.
Because of cash donations we are now able to purchase fresh fruit and veggies which is a healthy addition
to our non-perishables. Don’t forget that you can drop off non-perishables anytime by using the storage
bench at the main entrance to the church.
Thanks again for your generosity.
Nancy Sclight Social Ministry
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
We will be starting an adult Bible study on the Letter of Paul to the Romans on Wednesday evenings at
7:00pm by Zoom beginning April the 14th.
Zoom invitation:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89632518358?pwd=Smg5dm1Ba0VZamZjNG1YMk02MlVvdz09
Or by phone: +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
CONFIRMATION CLASS STARTING APRIL 11
We are planning on starting the Confirmation class on Sunday, April 11 via zoom at 7:30. If you have a
youth who is in the 7th grade who would like to take the Confirmation class and has not signed up, please
contact the Church.
VISITATIONS BY PASTOR MATT
As your new pastor, I would like to meet and get to know you. One of the first things I have tried to do at
every congregation I have served is to visit every household. This is a great way for me to get to know
everyone in the congregation individually and to get to know the congregation as a whole. Because these
visits are so important to my ability to serve this congregation, I would prefer not to wait until after the
pandemic to start them. Anyone who would like to meet with me by zoom can do so now. Those who
would prefer to wait until in person visits are possible are welcome to do so.
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To schedule a zoom visit please call the church office at 215-355-2529 between 9AM and 1PM Tuesday,
Wednesday or Thursday. Speak with Fran and she will schedule a meeting time with you. If making a
midday phone call is an inconvenience, which I know the work conditions for some it maybe, you may text
Pastor Matt at 215-859-3778 or email pastor@adventrichboro.org to schedule a meeting. The available time
slots for zoom visits are: Tuesdays at 6PM, 7PM & 8PM, Wednesdays 1PM, 2PM & 3PM, and Thursdays
at 6PM, 7PM & 8PM. If none of these time slots are possible for you, please text me to schedule another
time during the week.
SUNDAY SCHOOL HAPPENING on ZOOM !
Thank you to our zoom ing Sunday School students for
joining us for our Palm Sunday and Easter lessons! Pastor
Matt and I are making plans for more zoom lessons beginning
on Sunday evening April 11 at 6:30 p.m. to continue with the
fun we’re all having as we learn together! You can also invite
friends to join us, either on the computer or on the phone.
We’ll need the email address of anyone new so we can send
the email with the schedule and the link to the classes to
everyone. If you have any questions, please contact the church office: office@adventrichboro.org or 215355-2529.
- Jeanne Gryszka, Sunday School Director
FLOWER CHART AND MISSION CHART
The Flower Chart and Mission Chart for 2021 are on the table in the narthex. The cost of one bouquet is
$25.00. Because of services being suspended you can either email or call the office, leave a message if you
would like to have a particular date for your dedication. All other questions please call Cindy Frey at 267205-0713.
CARING FOR FRIENDS MEALS
Even with a pandemic, preparing meals for those in need still continues at Advent. Advent is grateful to
Jeff Jobes who prepared 24 soups, Jeanne Gryszka and Nancy Sclight who prepared and packaged 68
dinners and Tony Gryszka who delivered the meals to the Caring for Friends distribution center in
Northeast Philadelphia. Their time and skills are greatly appreciated.
TO CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE
You may leave a message at the church office at 215-355-2529. If you need to speak with Pastor Matt when
he is not in the office, particularly in the case of a pastoral emergency, please feel free to call his cell 215859-3778 or email him at pastor@adventrichboro.org
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

Income for February 2021
Benevolence (LWR, Mission Support, etc.)
General Fund
Mortgage Fund

$
375.00
$ 9,286.47
$ 2,138.50

THE ARMED FORCES

Please keep in your prayers all our service men and women and especially those related to our congregation:
US Air Force Lt Col Andrew Frey is a student at Air War College, stationed at Maxwell AFB, Alabama.
US Air Force Major Fred Gouse is a pilot and instructor stationed at Holloman AFB, New Mexico.
US Army Colonel (Ret.) Jeff Williams is serving in Dubai, UAE as a military advisor.
US Army Ranger Liam McKendry, grandson of Pastor Jo stationed in Fort Benning, GA
US Army SSG Sarah Kelly serving in Djibouti, niece of Fran Zanis
If there are any errors or omissions, please notify the church office. Thank you.
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NUEVA CREACION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Please keep Pastor Lyzette Rios Sanchez and our mission congregation Nueva Creación Lutheran Church in
your prayers. Your mission support gifts help them to minister in an impoverished area of Philadelphia.

ADVENT’S BIRTHDAY CORNER
APRIL BIRTHDAYS

2
6
7
8

Lisa Ciurley Glass
Brandt Stirzel
Mike Dettra
Shannon McQuiggan
Kristen Morley
Frank Lattal
Bill Pearson

9
14
16
17

Elizabeth Gracey
Carl Breig
Gretta Lattal
Susan Jafar
Gail Oines
Benjamin Robert
Welwood

18
21
22
24
28

Alexandra Jones
Samantha Jones
Amy Breig
Mark Jafar
Rick Wagner
Erik Urbaniak

Please contact the church office if you or someone you know has been omitted from the list.
Thank you.
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Advent Evangelical Lutheran Church
Second Street Pike & Worthington Mill Rd.
P.O. Box 840
Richboro, PA18954-0840
Address Service Requested
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