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OUR MISSION – FAITHFUL IN THE WORD
To gather as God’s people and nurture one another
To know the Word of God
To grow in faith, love, and service
To go into the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ
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In compliance with our Bishop’s recommendation and considering the current outbreak of additional COVID-19
cases, Advent’s Church Council has decided to cancel all in-person church services scheduled at this time.
We will continue to offer online worship services and will keep you informed of any technology enhancements
on Facebook and the church website. Each week we will send you an email with the upcoming worship service
and instructions on how to connect. For this reason, we will not be publishing weekly service information in the
Newsletter.

FEBRUARY WORSHIP AND LENTEN SERVICES
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7 - FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14 - TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17 - 7 P.M. ONLINE SERVICE
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21 - FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
WEDNESDAY. FEBRUARY 24 - 7 P.M. - ONLINE LENTEN SERVICE
“IN COMMUNITY WITH CREATION”
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28 - SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
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PASTOR MATT’S FEBRUARY 2021 MESSAGE
God is all about love. In February we have one of the great holidays of love: Valentine’s Day.
Valentine’s Day is celebrated as a secular holiday in our society. The origins of the holiday actually has roots in
the Christian church. Valentine’s Day was first celebrated in 5th century Rome. The ancient Romans had a
festival every year in mid-February to honor the god Lupercus. A lottery was drawn to match teenage girls with
young men to be lovers for the year. In the 5th century Pope Gelasius order that the lottery be changed so that a
name of a saint for each person was drawn from the lottery to emulate for the year. In addition, a suitable patron
saint of love was found to replace Lupercus. The saint chosen was Bishop Valentine who was beheaded by
Emperor Claudius in 270 AD.
Emperor Claudius felt marriage was a hindrance to the army so he forbade young soldiers from getting
married. Bishop Valentine secretly married anyone who came to him. The Emperor arrested Valentine and tried
to convert him to worship the pagan gods. Instead Valentine tried to convert Claudius to Christianity and was
thrown in prison to await execution. Legend has it that while Valentine was in prison he fell in love with the
blind daughter of his jailer. Because Valentine’s faith in God was so strong and his love for this woman so deep,
she was miraculously healed of her blindness. Before his execution Valentine sent her a farewell message
signed, “From your Valentine.”
We as Christians can celebrate Valentine’s Day as a time to recognize the power of love. Indeed this fits
into the season of Epiphany where we celebrate the coming of God light or God’s love into the world. All love
originates from God. Divine forgiveness and the gift of eternal life are ways in which God loves us, but God
also loves us through all the things in creation which sustain us. It is God who makes it possible for the human
heart to love. We receive the love of God through one another. God makes it possible for us to have many
different loving relationships. We experience love through parents, sisters, brothers, friends and romantic
partners. God is all about love, even romantic love. The book Songs of Solomon or Song of Songs in the Bible
is basically poetry describing the love between a man and a woman. It is some of the most powerful and
romantic stuff ever written. It shows how two people cherish the love of each other deeply. In the Church we
believe God instituted marriage as the place where we experience love with another person the most intimately.
Just as God loves and cherishes us, God wants us to love and cherish one another. The church is the
place where we encounter God’s love and then learn to share this love with others. It is the place where romance
culminates into marriage, where families are born and nourished; it is where no one needs be a stranger because
through Christ we all become brothers and sisters. This February, this Valentine’s Day, in this season of
Epiphany, let us not only remember the power of romantic love, but the power of love in all our relationships.

God’s Peace be upon you,
Pastor Matt
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Kids’ Bible Lesson
What Does Jesus Say About Love?
In Matthew 22: 35-40 an expert in religious law asked Jesus this question:
“Teacher, which is the most important commandment?”
Jesus replied,
This is the first and greatest commandment:
The entire law and all the demands of the prophets
are based on
these two commandments.”

Jesus asks us to love God with everything we have: our heart, our soul and our mind. We know that God
created us and the world around us. He is our Father in heaven and we do love him.
Is it as easy for us to love our neighbor? - Often it is not. Imagine - God wants us to love our neighbor as
we love our self. That is not easy for us, but God expects us to do it.
We understand these two commandments, but Jesus also tells us to love our ENEMIES! [Matt 6:44]
He tells us to pray for them. He says, “If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that?”
Yes, God will reward us in heaven if we have faith in him. Jesus’ teaches us what God wants us to do.
It is our faith in God that gives us the strength we need to follow his commandments.
(Craft on page 9)
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ASH WEDNESDAY
On February 17th at 7:30PM we will be having an Ash Wednesday Worship Service remotely by Zoom,
Facebook live stream and a video link on the church website. We will be sending out worship instructions
and the liturgy before the service so everyone can participate. Consideration is being given to the
possibility of doing self-imposition of ashes. If we can devise a logistically reasonable way to do this, we
will provide you detailed instructions beforehand.
MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES
Midweek Lenten Service will be every Wednesday evenings throughout the five weeks of Lent at 7PM
starting February 24th. The theme for this year is “Created for Community”
Week 1- In Community with Creation
Mark 4:35-41
Week 2- In Community with the Saints
Mark 9:2-8
Week 3- In Community with Our Neighbor
Mark 2:1-12
Week 4- In Community with those on the Margins
Mark 5:1-20
Week 5- In Community with Christ
Mark 10:32-45
These services with be held remotely by Zoom, Facebook live stream and a video link on the church
website. We will be sending out worship instructions and the liturgy before each service so everyone can
participate.
VISITATIONS BY PASTOR MATT
As your new pastor, I would like to meet and get to know you. One of the first things I have tried to do at
every congregation I have served is to visit every household. This is a great way for me to get to know
everyone in the congregation individually and to get to know the congregation as a whole. Because these
visits are so important to my ability to serve this congregation, I would prefer not to wait until after the
pandemic to start them. Anyone who would like to meet with me by zoom can do so now. Those who
would prefer to wait until in person visits are possible are welcome to do so.
To schedule a zoom visit please call the church office at 215-355-2529 between 9AM and 1PM Tuesday,
Wednesday or Thursday. Speak with Fran and she will schedule a meeting time with you. If making a
midday phone call is an inconvenience, which I know the work conditions for some it maybe, you may text
Pastor Matt at 215-859-3778 to schedule a meeting. The available time slots for zoom visits are: Tuesdays
at 6PM, 7PM & 8PM, Wednesdays 1PM, 2PM & 3PM, and Thursdays at 6PM, 7PM & 8PM. If none of
these time slots are possible for you, please text me to schedule another time during the week. I will not be
doing household visits during Holy Week.
“SOUPER BOWL” OF CARING
Advent will be accepting financial donations during the month of February for this special annual collection
to the Warminster Food Bank. Due to the pandemic, we’re not able to do this in-person this year. Checks
for this special collection should be made out to Advent Lutheran Church and designated for “Souper Bowl
of Caring.” Thank you for your continued support. This year, more than ever, the need is great.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING POSTPONED
Due to the pandemic, Church Council has decided to postpone the annual congregational meeting in
February to review the annual reports. The meeting will be rescheduled at a later date when we’re in a
position to worship in-person.
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EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
The Advent Prayer Circle is working harder than ever! We have had many requests for prayer and it shows
that we turn to God when we are in need.
However, the Prayer Circle could use some additional members. It is easy. It doesn't take up a lot of time. It
works! If you are interested, please email me and I will add your name. Once a week (unless there are very
urgent needs) an email is sent out with names and conditions for prayer. Often it is anonymous, but God
knows who needs the prayer! Your name is anonymous as well. I will include a short message and either a
prayer or a Bible verse. Just let me know! God will be thankful!
Deuteronomy 32:47 says: These instructions are not empty words - they are your life!
It is easier to apply the words of God when you are familiar with the Bible and what it has to say.
We encourage you to read your Bible every day if you aren't doing so already. Let the Lord speak to your
heart. Your joy will overflow as you think about God's goodness.
Psalm 119:97 says: Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long.
Reading the Bible will save you (and then others), help you grow in wisdom, teach you how to live, protect
you from being deceived, develop your faith, keep you from sin, fill you with hope, bring you joy, give you
peace, and prosper your life.
To love God is to love His Word. You can't do one without the other.
Karen Matlack
kmatl22349@verizon.net 215-932-1283
SOCIAL MINISTRY
Our February food collection is off to a great start! As of January 21st we have donated 388lbs of nonperishable food items with another week to go. Our outdoor drop off bench seems to be a convenient way to
drop off food anytime!! Just a reminder that you can make a monetary donation instead if that’s easier.
Checks can be made out to the Warminster Food Bank and mailed to the church office. Again, thanks for
your generous support for our neighbors in need.
Nancy Sclight, Social Ministry
ADVENT CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS AS OF 1/01/21:
Pastor, Rev. Matthew Ollikainen
President, George Henry
Vice President, Bob Matlack
Financial Secretary, Cindy Frey
Treasurer, Nancy Hill
Secretary, Jennifer McQuiggan
Christian Education – vacant

Congregational Life, Rhona Slawter
Evangelism, Bob Matlack
Finance/Stewardship, Tony Gryszka
Property, Lynn Roccograndi
Social Ministry, Nancy Sclight
Youth – vacant
Worship and Music, Gail Oines

We currently have two vacancies on Church Council. If you’re interested in filling one of the positions,
please contact Pastor Matt, George Henry, or Tony Gryszka. Thank you.
MEN’S BREAKFAST
Following the Bishop’s recommendation to postpone in person ministries, due to the pandemic, we will not
have a meeting in February.
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

INCOME FOR DECEMBER 2020
Benevolence (LWR, Mission Support, etc.)
General Fund
Mortgage Fund

$ 445.00
$11,893.93
$ 2,911.00

The 2020 Year End Reports have been mailed. Please contact Cindy Frey 267-205-0713 if you have not
received your Giving Report. Thanks to all, you continued to support Advent through a trying year.
FINANCE UPDATE
Thank you for your continued generosity! Your support of Advent during calendar year 2020 was much
appreciated, and a more detailed analysis of our finances will be provided in Advent’s Annual Report.
During the COVID-19 pandemic when in-person worship services were canceled, and online services were
subsequently broadcasted, many were able to support Advent by mailing in their offerings, some
contributed online through our website, and others continued their offerings via monthly electronic giving.
Thank you! This enabled Advent to continue with as many of our ministries as physically possible during
the pandemic. Financial offerings may be dropped off in-person at the church office (normally Tues-Thurs
between 9:00-1:00, please call first) or by mail to P.O. Box 840, Richboro, PA 18954-0840. Contact me if
you have any questions. Tony Gryszka 267-408-3255.
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FLOWER CHART AND MISSION CHART
The Flower Chart and Mission Chart for 2021 are on the table in the narthex. The cost of one bouquet is
$25.00. Because of services being suspended you can either email or call the office, leave a message if you
would like to have a particular date for your dedication. All other questions please call Cindy Frey at 267205-0713.
2021 CALENDARS
The 2021 Calendars from Joseph A. Fluehr, III, Funeral Home, Inc. are here. Calendars are located in
the narthex and at the front entrance of the church on the shelf to the right.
CARING FOR FRIENDS MEALS
Advent thanks Gail Oines for packaging 8 soups on December 20, 2020.
Also, thanks go to Jeanne Gryszka and Nancy Sclight for 30 dinners prepared and packaged on January 6.
We appreciate Tony Gryszka’s time in delivering the meals to Caring for Friends.
TO CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE
You may leave a message at the church office at 215-355-2529. If you need to speak with Pastor Matt when
he is not in the office, particularly in the case of a pastoral emergency, please feel free to call his cell 215859-3778.

THE ARMED FORCES
Please keep in your prayers all our service men and women and especially those related to our congregation:
US Air Force Lt Col Andrew Frey is a student at Air War College, stationed at Maxwell AFB, Alabama.
US Air Force Major Fred Gouse is a pilot and instructor stationed at Holloman AFB, New Mexico.
US Army Colonel (Ret.) Jeff Williams is serving in Dubai, UAE as a military advisor.
U.S. Army Ranger Liam McKendry, grandson of Pastor Jo
SSG Sarah Kelly serving in Djibouti, niece of Fran Zanis
If there are any errors or omissions, please notify the church office. Thank you.

NUEVA CREACION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Please keep Pastor Lyzette Rios Sanchez and our mission congregation Nueva Creación Lutheran
Church in your prayers. Your mission support gifts help them to minister in an impoverished area
of Philadelphia.
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ADVENT’S BIRTHDAY CORNER
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

5
6
9
19

Mike Sitler
Stephanie Morley
David Frost
Kali (Frey) Marino

24 Stephen Anderson
Marion Schmidt
13 Nicole Shearer

15
18

Jacob Duffy
Sarah Rilling
Julianna Ward

Please contact the church office if you or someone you know has been omitted from the list.
Thank you.
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You can make a banner or a mobile with these words from The Greatest Commandment.
Color or decorate the word shapes, cut them out and arrange them in the order of
The Greatest Commandment: Love God. Love your neighbor as yourself.
You may glue them onto a piece of construction paper or add string or yarn to each.
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