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      OUR MISSION – FAITHFUL IN THE WORD 

+  To gather as God’s people and nurture one another 
+  To know the Word of God 
+  To grow in faith, love, and service 

+  To go into the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ 

ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 Pastor Josephine Wright 
2nd Street Pike & Worthington Mill Rd. 
P. O. Box 840, Richboro, PA 18954 

215-355-2529 
web: www.adventrichboro.org 

e-mail: office@adventrichboro.org 

†    †    †    †    †    †    †    †    †    †    †    

 

Please note: Services and church activities at Advent are cancelled until restrictions are lifted.* 
We hope you will follow these lessons with your Bible until services resume.

 

 

 

Sunday, April 5, 2020 

Sunday of the Passion:  Palm Sunday 

Introduction 

Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: 
Jesus Christ is glorified king and humiliated servant. 
We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently 
desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, 
denying God. We wave palms in celebration today as 
Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with 
trepidation as his path leads to death on the cross. 
Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical promise 
of life through Christ’s broken body and outpoured 
love in a meal of bread and wine. We begin this week 
that stands at the center of the church year, anticipating 
the completion of God’s astounding work. 
 

Procession with Palms 
 

Matthew 21:1-11 - Jesus enters Jerusalem 
 

Readings and Psalm 
 

Isaiah 50:4-9a - The servant of the Lord submits to suffering 

Psalm 31:9-16 - Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my 
spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 
Philippians 2:5-11 - Humbled to the point of death on a 

cross 

Matthew 26:14--27:66 - The passion of the Lord 
Matthew 27:11-54 (alternate) 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Sunday, April 12, 2020 

Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day 

Introduction 

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and 
through him all creation is made new! Indeed, “God 
shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection 
truly brings life to everyone. We sing hymns of praise, 
gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s 
faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy 
communion. With the women at the tomb, we are 
astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to 
proclaim the good news of God’s endless love. 
 
Readings and Psalm 
 

Acts 10:34-43 - God raised Jesus on the third day 
Jeremiah 31:1-6 (alternate) - Joy at the restoration of God’s 

people 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

Colossians 3:1-4 - Raised with Christ to seek the higher 

things 

Acts 10:34-43 (alternate) - God raised Jesus on the third 

day 
Matthew 28:1-10 - Proclaim the resurrection 
John 20:1-18 (alternate) - Seeing the risen Christ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE ADVENTURE - 2020 
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Sunday, April 19, 2020   

Second Sunday of Easter 

Introduction 

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the 
disciples and offers them the gift of peace. Even amid 
doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection in 
our Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in 
our everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of 
Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of 
the Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the 
early Christians proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice 
in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism. 
 
Readings and Psalm 
 

Acts 2:14a, 22-32 - Christ’s resurrection: the 

fulfillment of God’s promise to David 

Psalm 16 

1 Peter 1:3-9 - New birth to a living hope through the 

resurrection 

John 20:19-31 - Beholding the wounds of the risen 

Christ 

 
Sunday, April 26, 2020 

Third Sunday of Easter 

Introduction 

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to 
Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and 
disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was 
crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the 
risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes 
in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts 
burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and 
Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine is 
poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of 
our worship each Lord’s day. 
 
Readings and Psalm 
 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 - Receiving God’s promise through 

baptism 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
1 Peter 1:17-23 - Born anew through the living word 

of God 

Luke 24:13-35 - Eating with the risen Christ 

 
 

 
EASTER LESSON FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS 
Each of us is a child of God and He loves us.  He sent his Son Jesus to live among us and teach us about 
God.  The Bible tells us in Matthew 27 that Jesus died on the cross on Good Friday. Two days later, 
the miracle of his Resurrection took place:  He came alive on the first Easter Sunday! 
 
Find Matthew 28: verses 1-2, 4-6 in your Bible.   

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.  

There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back 

the stone and sat on it.  . . . The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, 
who was crucified.  He is not here; he has risen, just as he said."  . . .   
 
Jesus rose from the dead on Easter to forgive our sins, It’s a miracle!  He will prepare a place for us in heaven.  
Rejoice!   Happy Easter! 
 

Enjoy these Easter coloring pages: 
 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn.ctainc.com/downloads/resource/ESR19AD_PUZ.pdf   
https://s3.amazonaws.com/cdn.ctainc.com/downloads/resource/JLV19AD_COL.pdf   

                          
 
*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 
 
*Services and church activities at Advent continue to be cancelled in compliance with regulations set by 
with PA Governor Wolf and guidance from health officials and the synod. Once these regulations are no 
longer in effect, we will notify members and friends by e-mail or phone call to announce Advent’s 
resumption of services and upcoming schedules. 
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The Pastor Ponders  April  2020 

     

He is risen!     He is risen, indeed. 

  

That call and response says it all. 
 

    
 
 
He is risen as He said He would be. Jesus continually told his disciples that he would suffer and be put 
to death and further that He would rise again. This was against everything they knew of life as it is with 
everything we have experienced. Yet He appeared not just to two of them but to hundreds. They in turn 
told others and the news spread /http://shop.jesusartusa.com/products/This-is-My-Son.html quickly. 
They had no media as we have today, but they got the word out by the telling of the story. Oh that we 
would tell this story to others today with such enthusiasm. 
 
 In the story we have the reaffirmation that He said He needed to go and prepare a place for us so 
that where He is we will be also. We also know from the scripture that God’s promises are kept. We 
need not doubt or fear. We pass from this life to another, more glorious and beautiful where our Lord has 
saved us a place. 
 
 I am grateful to that little band of followers that Jesus chose, because I can see myself in the 
weaknesses of each of them. Peter’s denial, Thomas’ doubting, James and John couldn’t stay awake. 
When the terrors came they all abandon Him for fear of their own lives. I am frightened to think of what 
I might have done in their shoes, but I thank God that He showed us that He loves us no matter what our 
weaknesses, no matter how we disappoint Him, no matter how we put our lives and safety ahead of His. 
Thanks be to God that He came to earth and understands our humanity and its flaws and still has LOVE. 
So much love that he allowed himself to suffer human pain and anguish. How blessed are we for what he 
did for each of us and lives!  
 
                 
                                            Your servant in Christ our Lord, 
     Pastor Jo 
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Pastor Call Committee Update 
April 2020  

 
Due to the corona virus pandemic and the closure of Advent in compliance with the most recent 
directive of Bishop Patricia Davenport (SE PA Synod) that churches cease holding in-person 
worship and in-person meetings, the call process for our new pastor is in abeyance. This directive is 
in response to Pennsylvania Governor Wolf’s orders. 
 
As Chair of the Call Committee, I have been in communication with our Dean, Pastor Norbert 
Hahn, concerning the current situation. It is anticipated that once the aforementioned orders are 
lifted the call process will proceed.  
 
In the meantime, the Call Committee is currently working on candidate questions and an 
instrument to evaluate candidates. 
 
We are pleased with the overall call progress to date for a new pastor and look forward to re-
engaging in the call (e.g., interviewing candidates) as soon as possible.  
 
If you have any questions concerning the call process, please do not hesitate to contact Mike Sitler 
(215 498 7698). 
 
It is asked that all members hold Church Council, the Call Committee, and the congregation in 
prayer throughout the call process.  
 
Report Submitted by Call Committee Chair, Mike Sitler 

 

 

A Message from the Finance Chairperson 

During this health crisis please pray for your Advent family, Pastor Jo, those currently infected 
with the virus, medical personnel and caretakers, for our leaders and health experts, for those at 
high-risk, and for the spread of the Gospel. We also need to pray for God to aid scientists in 
discovering a vaccine quickly and for all citizens to be in compliance with directives of Governor 
Wolf and based on updated guidance from health officials. 
  
(Jeremiah 33:6) Behold, I will bring it health and healing; I will heal them and reveal to them the 
abundance of peace and truth. 
 
For those who are able, your financial offerings to Advent during this time away from church are 
most appreciated, as we have fixed expenses that need to be met. Your offerings remain 
confidential and will be opened and recorded by members of our money counting teams. You may 
also consider having regular offerings debited electronically from your checking or savings account. 
If so, contact our Financial Secretary, Karen Becker, at 267-968-0871, for additional information. 
Thank you for your continued generosity! Offerings may be mailed to: 
  
Advent Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 840 
Richboro, PA 18954-0840 
  
Tony Gryszka 
Finance Committee Chairperson 
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APRIL WORSHIP OPTIONS 
Advent will continue to keep the congregation 
informed of when church services and 
activities will resume, so check your emails 
and refer to the church website 
www.adventrichboro.org 
 

Until services resume, we have made plans to 
record worship segments and place them on 
the church website. We’ll inform you via e-
mail and on the website when these are 
available. 
 

Even our Holy Week and Easter worship 
schedules will be on hold until further notice. 
 

TO CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE 
If you need immediate assistance, you may 
reach Pastor Jo at 215-364-2298 (home) or at 
215-499-5856 (cell). You may also leave a 
message at the church office at 215-355-2529, 
with Church Council President, George 
Henry, at 215-970-8523, or with Finance 
Committee Chairperson, Tony Gryszka, at 
267-408-3255. If you email us, your message 
can be sent to the appropriate person. 
office@adventrichboro.org. Thank you. 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST-CANCELLED 
Advent’s men’s group has cancelled its 
monthly breakfast and fellowship scheduled 
for Saturday, April 11 at 8:30 am because only 
3 people will fit in the room sitting 6 ft. apart 
per Dave. 
 

SOCIAL MINISTRY   
Social Ministry thanks all those who 
contributed non-perishable food in March. 
The food is greatly appreciated by those in 
need during this unprecedented situation.  
 

ADVENT LAWN CUTTERS 
NEEDED 
How can you help your 
church? Last year we fell well 
short of volunteers to cut the 

grass and unless we get enough this season we 
may have to contract out the work. In 
addition to our regular volunteers, we can do 
this if only an additional handful of persons 
would volunteer to cut the grass even just 
once this season. Training will be provided. If 
you’re able to be part of the team or have any 
questions please call Tony Gryszka at  

267-408-3255 or Lynn Roccograndi at 215-
285-0610. Thank you. 
 

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL 
Our Vacation Bible School is 
planned to be held at Advent 
on August 10 - 14 from 9 a.m. 
until noon.  We invite  
children age 4 through 
completion of grade 6 for a 

fun week of Bible lessons, music, outdoor 
play, games and crafts with friends.  Set your 
calendar!  Registration forms are available in 
the narthex and on our website.  We look 
forward seeing you at VBS! 
   
IN SYMPATHY 
We express our sincere sympathy to the family of 
our friend Elizabeth “Liz” Stephenson, Advent’s 
former nursery attendant, who died suddenly on 
March 10, 2020.  She cared for young children 
during our 9:30 a.m. worship service for 9 years.  
Her kind personality and her gentle smile brought 
joy to all.  Her grown sons Brian, Joshua and 
Kevin had attended Advent Pre-
School. Expressions of sympathy to the family 
may be sent to the attention of: Kevin Stephenson 
15 Howard Rd., Richboro PA  18954-1925. 
 

PRAYER CHAIN AT ADVENT 
Advent has a prayer chain for anyone who 
would be in need of prayer. If you would like 
to either join as a prayer partner, or if you 
have a name to be prayed for please see the 
four ways to access the prayer chain: 
 

FOUR WAYS TO ACCESS THE PRAYER 
CHAIN 
1. Give your prayer request in person to either 
Bob or Karen Matlack. 
2. Email your prayer request. 
(kmatl22349@verizon.net) 
3. Text only your prayer request (Karen 215-
932-1283; Bob 267-357-9368). 
4. Call Fran Zanis at the office 215-355-2529. 
 

SOUP AND WORSHIP 
Advent’s Soup and Worship on March 11 was 
well attended. We thank Pastor Jo for setting 
up this special night of fellowship. Thank you 
as well to those who supplied soups, breads 
and desserts. We are grateful also to our 
confirmands who were a part of the worship 
service. 
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CARING FOR FRIENDS MEALS 
Advent thanks Hanna McCollum, Elizabeth 
Gracey, Jeff Jobes Helen & Dave Shearer for 
their help on March 9, in preparing 65 meals. 
The meals will be taken by Tony Gryszka to 
the Caring for Friends center. 
 

STITCH CLUB ITEMS AVAILABLE  
If you would need anything throughout the 
year from the Stitch Club for babies or the 
elderly i.e. blankets, etc.,  please contact 
Hanna McCollum at 215-962-9032 or Jeff 
Jobes at 215-355-4149.  
 

NUEVA CREACION LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Please keep Pastor Lyzette Rios Sanchez and our 
mission congregation Nueva Creación Lutheran  
Church in your prayers.  Your mission support 
gifts help them to minister in a very impoverished 
area of Philadelphia. 

 
YOU SHOP, AMAZON GIVES! 
Advent Lutheran Church has been issued a 
$35.09 donation from the AmazonSmile 
Foundation as a result of AmazonSmile 
program activity between October 1 and 
December 31, 2019, and $314.49 since Advent 
joined the program in late 2016. 
 
Consider supporting Advent Lutheran Church 
at no extra cost when you shop at 
smile.amazon.com. If you need help setting 
up your shopping experience through Amazon 
Smile, just give me (Gail Oines) a call (215-
534-8218) or an e-mail 
(alcdeacon@yahoo.com). I’ll be happy to 
assist you. Remember, every little bit helps! 
 

  
  
    

ADVENT’S BIRTHDAY CORNER     
APRIL BIRTHDAYS  

 
     

 2  Lisa Ciurley Glass 
 Brandt Stirzel 
 6 Mike Dettra 
 7 Shannon McQuiggan 
  Kristen Morley 
 8 Frank Lattal 
  Bill Pearson 
 

9    Elizabeth Gracey 
14 Carl Breig 
  Gretta Lattal 
16 Susan Jafar 
17 Gail Oines 
18 Alexandra Jones 
  Samantha Jones  
  

 
 
21 Amy Breig 
22 Mark Jafar 
24 Rick Wagner 
28 Erik Urbaniak 
 

Please contact the church office if you or someone you know has been omitted from the list. Thank you.
 

 

THE ARMED FORCES 

Please keep in your prayers all our service men and women and especially those related to our congregation:  
US Air Force Lt. Col. Andrew Frey is the Senior Executive Officer to the Deputy Chief of Staff, Plans and 
Programs, stationed at the Pentagon.     
US Air Force Major Fred Gouse is a pilot and instructor stationed at Holloman AFB, New Mexico.    
US Army Colonel (Ret.) Jeff Williams is serving in Dubai, UAE as a military advisor.  
 
Please see our Armed Forces Display in the corridor leading to the ramp down to the fellowship hall. 
If there are any errors or omissions, please notify the church office.  
Thank you. 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 

 
 
 

2019 2020 

January                    $16,402.14 January                   $15,812.69 
February                  $36,565.98* February                 $17,540.02 
March                       $16,826.93          March 
April                          $19,926.93          April 
 May                         $29,790.34*          May 
June                          $18,227.93          June 
July                            $16,007.93          July 
August                       $14,065.48          August 
September                 $18,297.18          September 
October                      $16,335.93          October 
November                  $14,501.92          November 
December                  $35,991.67*          December 

 
*February 2019 total includes $10,000 in matching funds 
*May 2019 total includes $15,000 special gift 
*December 2019 total includes $10,000 special gift 
 
Income for February 2020 

Benevolence (LWR, Mission Support, etc.)            $     805.00 
General Fund                                                             $12,365.00 
Mortgage Fund                                                          $  3,545.00 
 
 


